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says that "one radical cure of epilepsy without the aid of drugs offsets 
a thousand failures as a scientific proof of a discovery.” Such a 
statement may be considered to be extremely extravagant. 

In spite of the adverse criticism which the methods of Ranney 
have evoked, we cannot help feeling that in view of the number of 
apparently severe cases, the cure of which is corroborated by different 
physicians, the subject deserves impartial investigation. The burden 
of such an investigation must, of course, fall upon the oculist, who, 
if not already entirely familiar with the technique of the examination 
and treatment as outlined in the book under consideration, could 
easily perfect himself therein. 

It must be said that the claims of Ranney and of Stevens (his 
master on the treatment of eye-strain) were investigated some eight 
or nine years ago by the New York Neurological Society. The re¬ 
sults of this investigation were not favorable to the authors of the 
new treatment. This, however, does not prove that there is nothing 
of. value in the discovery and treatment of anomalous action of the 
muscles of the eyeball. Although it may seem incredible that the 
various heterophoric conditions should produce reflexly such grave 
disorders as epilepsy and chronic chorea, it must be borne in mind 
that errors of refraction may cause slighter nervous disturbances, as 
headaches; and, furthermore, that severe hysterical phenomena may 
be engendered by comparatively insignificant traumatism. The re¬ 
lation of eye-strain to intractable nervous affection is a. subject which 
demands further investigation. As yet the data which we possess 
are too insufficient to permit us to draw definite conclusions.. 

Meirowitz. 

Crime and Criminals. By J. Sanderson Christison, MID.', Chicago. 

The W. T. Keener Co. 1897. 

This little book of 117 pages is a reproduction of a series of 
articles contributed to the Chicago Tribune under the title of “Jail 
Types.” The mode of origin explains the peculiar make-up of the 
book, and the occasional, careless and even incorrect use of language. 
, (Vid. page 46, eighth line from bottom.) The author promises a 
larger systematic work on the same subject in the near future, so that 
the present volume may be taken to be a mere sketch of what he pro¬ 
poses to offer to the profession. The sketch has, however, some 
points of interest which it may be well to point out. , The author 
divides the delinquents into three groups, viz., the; insane (defective 
in reason); the moral paretic (defective in self-control); and the 
criminal proper (defective in conscience). Even the last-named de¬ 
linquent is treated as the product of his ancestry and of his environ¬ 
ment; and the doctrine of degeneration, although the author makes 
no reference to Lombroso or anyone else, receives full consideration. 

We doubt the advisability of handling such a subject as! this in 
an ultra-popular form. After all, the impression is created that there 
are extenuating circumstances in the commission of'almost every 
crime, and just by so much, crime is made less abhorrent. One pur¬ 
pose of the author in writing these articles appears to have been to 
enjist the interest of good people in the question, of prison reform; 
but the good people hardly need such incentives, and upon others not 
so inclined, such articles with their detailed narrative of crime, may 
have a very different effect. Moreover, the question of prison reform 
is One that calls for the exercise of sober judgment and mature delib¬ 
eration, qualities which the ordinary newspaper reader does not pos¬ 
sess to any serviceable degree. The author takes an advanced stand 
in advocating the abandonment of punishment as such by the State, 
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and favors the adoption of measures so as to turn out of prisons 
“ better citizens than they receive.” 

The writer of “Crime and Criminals” is evidently an original 
thinker on the subject of which he treats, but we earnestly hope that 
he will hereafter appeal to the professional; rather than to -the lay, 
public. B. Sachs. 

Clinical Lectures on Mental Diseases. By T. S. Clouston, M.D., 

Edinburgh. Fourth Edition. Lea Bros. & Co. 1897. 

There is probably no clinical treatise upon insanity in the English 
language which for clearness of statement surpasses this work of 
Clouston, which has now reached its fourth edition. It differs but 
slightly from the other editions, which are well known to the general 
practitioner and to the specialist, and, therefore, does not require any 
extended notice. The symptoms of insanity are presented in such a 
way as to remove much of the obscurity which seems to pervade the 
medical mind in regard to the clinical features of the disease, and 
the only criticism which we have to offer is that the more recent 
investigation^ in regard to the pathology of the disease are not ade¬ 
quately presented. The Bevan-Lewis methods of investigation are 
adopted, but there is very little notice of the revelations in the pathol¬ 
ogy of nerve cells due to the methods of Nissl, of Andriezen and of 
Berkeley. The illustrations are hardly of a character to commend 
themselves to the pathologist familiar with the appearance of lesions 
under the microscope, but in as much as this work claims to present 
the subject from the clinical standpoint, and in that respect is to be 
in every way commended, it is possible that these criticisms with 
regard to the pathological descriptions are not in place. For a student 
or a practitioner there is no work which can be more highly com¬ 
mended. M. A. Starr. 
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